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brother*    Soon after, he left his new master, in a moment of anger, and returned
to Mosul, but, being unable to make his way there, he proceeded to Arbela, where
he was equally unsuccessful.    From that he went to Sinjar and then, again, to
Mosul.    Having decided on fixing his residence there, he got employed by the gover-
nor of that city as a writer of dispatches.    This prince, whose names were Nasr ad-
Din Mahmud, and who was the son of al-Malik al-Kahir Izz ad-Din Masud, the
son of Mr ad-Din Arslan SMh (vol. I. p. 174), had then for atdbek (guardian]
the emir Abu '1-Fadail an-Mri.    This took place in the >ear 618 (A. D. 1221).    I
went more than ten times from Arbela to Mosul, where Dia ad-Din was residing,
and tried to get inlroduced to him; because I knew that he had been the intimate
friend of my father and I wished to study something under his tuition,    I did not,
however, succeed in my project.    I subsequently left as-Sharkiya and went to Syria,
where I resided about ten years, and then proceeded to Egypt.   Dia ad-Din was still
living at that time.   I afterwards received at Cairo the news of his death.    He
composed a number of works which prove the eminence of his talent.    That which
bears the title of Al-Mathal a&-Sdir ft dddb al-K&tib wa*$h-Shdir\the Current Proverb,
treating of the literary information requisite for prose-writers and poels] forms two
volumes and attests the great abilities of the author.    In it, he enters into fall
details and omits nothing which a writer of epistles should know.    When he
finished it, he read it in pul&c, and allowed it to be written down under his dic-
tation.    A copy of it having reached Baghdad, the jurisconsult Izz ad-Din, who
was also a man of letters, undertook to criticise it, to refute the author and to
point out his errors.    The names of this doctor were Abu Hamid Abd al-Hannd
Ibn Hibat Allah Ifan Muhammad Ibn al-Husaia Ibn Abi '1-Hadid al-Madaini,   He
collected his strictures into a volume to which he gave the title of Al-Falak ad-Ddir
ah 'LMathal as-Sdir (tfa Revolving Sphere, directed against the Current Prowl).
When the work was finished, I>e sent it to his brother, Muwaffak ad-Din Abu '1-
Ma&ii Ahm(ad,~called also al~Kfeira,~~and received from bim a written answer
containing these lines:

\S!rl you haye made oa the Current Proverb [a book called) the Revolving Sphere.   It is
really :a revolving sptate wiricfc wiH render your same as well known as a current proverb.

hz ad-Dhi (th&aythor ofttyt refutation) was born at al-Madfiin on Saturday* the
1st of Zu %Hijja, 586 (30th December, A. D. 1190), and died at Baghdad in the year